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JACKELINE RAGO. I was  neophyte engineer at KPFA

Radio in Berkeley when I first experienced the Venezuelan music of
Jackeline Rago. She came on to perform live in the early 1980s on the
then-Saturday afternoon Latino affairs program "Ahora" with host
Carlos Baron, Her virtuosity was obvious as she sang and played the
cuatro tipico, the small four-string folkloric guitar of her homeland. She
has become a recognized master folklorista and a respected Bay Area
musician who has performed with Wild Mango and Keith Terry &
Crosspulse. Blessed with a superb voice with that melancholy falsetto
ring so important to the rural jaropo style, she's also a dynamic percus-
sionist with an amazing sense of rhythm, Recently she's been involved in
organizing several benefits for the flood victims of last year's devastating
torrential ramns in Venezuela. In mid-March she celebrated a double
PN record release party. The first is for her folkloric ensemble - The
SVl Venezuelan Music Project - that she teaches at La Pefia in Berkeley, and
P the sccond a more fusionistic jazz-Latin effort for her band The Snake

“CHUY"

WU Trio featuring reed ace Donna Viscuso and bassist Jeremy Allen.
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